


FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
DECEMBER 21, 2008 

“BLESSED ARE YOU AMONG WOMEN”   
-LUKE 1:28 

If you stop to think about it, it is astounding that the simple, unassuming birth of a 
peasant baby boy more than two thousand years ago in the Middle East can today 
cause traffic jams every December in places like New York City, Tokyo and Rio de 
Janeiro. 
 
The night Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem, a small group of poor shepherds 
were quietly tending their flocks of sheep in a nearby field, looking up at the stars.  Nothing seemed any different from a 
thousand other nights. But what was about to happen would transform not only their lives but billions of other lives as 
well.  The world would never be the same again. 
 
        Rick Warren 
        The Purpose of Christmas 
 
 
Dear Community of Saint Joseph’s; 
 
I always think of the birth of Jesus as the beginning of a story. 
 
Not the story of God’s relationship with humankind – that story began long before the birth of Christ.  Rather, the begin-
ning of the story of God living with us.  The voice of God, the living presence of God and the direct interpretation of the 
dream God has for us, begins with the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. 
 
The life and teachings of Jesus instructs us in how to live and what to hope for and how great God’s love is for us.  That 
Christ message of healing, tolerance and infinite possibility begins with the birth of a child in the most tedious of cir-
cumstances and in the most unassuming of places.  It is remarkable how that one event continues to change and affect 
our lives and the life of the world. 
 
I hope that your family celebrations of Christmas reflect the message of Jesus by being opportunities for affection, affir-
mation and love.  It is my desire to reiterate the lessons gleaned from the story of the birth, life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ at Christmastime and every Sunday here at Saint Joseph’s.  Whether you are a visitor to our parish commu-
nity this Christmas or if you celebrate here every Sunday – I hope that you are blessed within the walls of this church 
and that your story and the story of your family may be one of peace. 
 
Happiness at Christmastime! 
 
 
 
 
Father Matt Pennington 
Pastor 



Coming Attractions 
Use the resources below to help prepare for  

and reflect on the Scriptures we will hear next weekend. 
Our Scriptures for Sunday, December 28  

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph (Cycle B) 
  

Genesis 15: 1-6 – 21:1-3 
The Lord did for Sarah as he had promised.  
Psalm – Psalm 105: 1-9 
The Lord remembers his covenant forever.  
Hebrews 11: 8, 11-12, 17-19 
The one who had made the promise was trustworthy.  
Luke 2: 22-40 
The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. 

  
Questions for reflection or sharing 

 Adults… 
● For what promise do I await fulfillment? 
● When have I helped others grow in holiness? When have 
others helped me?   
 
Families… 
● What does holiness mean to me? Who do I think of as holy? 
 

* * * 
Monday, December 22  
1 Samuel 1: 24-28; Luke 1: 46-56 
Tuesday, December 23 (St. John of Kanty) 
Malachi 3: 1-4, 23-24; Luke 1: 57-66 
Wednesday, December 24 (Vigil of Christmas) 
Isaiah 62: 1-5; Acts 13: 16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:1-25 
Thursday, December 25 (Christmas) 
Isaiah  9: 1-6; Titus 2: 11-14; Luke 2: 1-14  
Friday, December 26 (St. Stephen)  
Acts 6: 8-10, 7:54-59; Matthew 10: 17-22 
Saturday, December 27 (St. John) 
1 John 1: 1-4; John 20: 1a & 2-8 

Perpetual Adoration Hours Available  

Hours requesting a back up: 

If you are interested in signing up for a regular hour, please call 
Andy or Sondra Geyer at 464-9270 

Sunday 11pm-12am Wednesday 4-5am Wednesday 7-8am 

Wednesday 8-9am                Saturday 2-3pm  

Wednesday 4-5pm  Thursday 4-5pm 

Perpetual Adoration Christmas Schedule 
The Blessed Sacrament will be reposed before the 5:00 p.m. 
Mass on Saturday, December 20 and Adoration will resume 

after the 5:00 p.m. Mass on Sunday, January 4. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year  
We would like to take this time and thank all 
of you who help us with various tasks at the 
parish office.  We have so many great volun-
teers who give countless hours copying, fold-
ing, labeling, answering the phone, etc.  Our 

Christmas wish for all of you is good health, happiness and 
the peace of Christ.  St. Joseph’s is truly blessed! 
  Saint Joseph’s Administrative Staff 

A special thank you to all for your gracious spirit of 
generosity to the elderly and sick of our parish this 
past year. May God bless each of you with a glorious 
Christmas and a healthy, happy New Year. 
    Gloria Favor  
           and the Ministry to the Elderly and Homebound 

Christmas – The Nativity of the Lord 
 

Isaiah 9: 1-6 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  
Psalm – Psalm 96: 1-3, 11-13 
Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.  
Titus 2: 11-14 
The grace of God has appeared, saving all.  
Luke 2: 1-14 
And this will be a sign for you: 
    you will find an infant wrapped in swaddling clothes 
    and lying in a manger. 

 
Questions for reflection or sharing 

  
● Surprisingly the “Christ and Lord” is found “lying in the 
manger.”  
What are some of the surprising places or times I have experi-
enced Jesus? 
 
● What is the new life from God that I experience this Christ-
mas? What is the new life I long for?  

On behalf of the Ministry With People Dis-
abilities Team, we would like to wish you 
and your loved ones a holy and blessed 
holiday season.  

Making Christmas into Sacred Space 
Silence is the presence of the divine 
The quiet wisdom of the Christ Child 
Freedom to let go of urgency 
Permission to just “be” 
Seeing the fingerprints of God 
In the middle of our ordinary lives 
 
Joy and stillness this Christmas season! 
          Sister Joan Derry 
         Adult Formation & RCIA Team  

St. Joseph's Commission of Ministries wishes the 
entire St. Joseph's Catholic Community a very 
blessed Christmas. We wish you joy, peace and 
fellowship in the New Year. 
 
It has truly been an honor to serve this wonderful 
faith community. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK 
Janie Avila, Beverly Bargetto, Christian Bauerle, Ted Belleza, Shellie 
Boczek  Begin, Joan Bernal, Anna Boken, Carolyn Busenhart, Danny 
Buss, Hazel Caselli, Levi  Castro, Paul Chafer, John Corgiat, Lillian 
Costello, Catherine De Polo, Nick  Delurgio,  Pamela  Dennis, Kathy 
Destefani, Brian Keith Dietrick, Judie Dorsey, Drew Duvall, Richard 
Earl, Mary Edwards, Pam Eierman, Erin Evans, Renee Gibson, Larse 
Granberg, Sister Karen Hall, Maverick  Hanecak, Irene Hilliard &  
family, Andrew Howard, Sandra Isola, Mej & Leo Jahn & family, 
Rena Jarvis, Hilda Keehn, Margaret Lawton, Brendan Lazaneo, Carlos  
Lopez,  Drew Lopez, Christopher Lundell, Joan  Lundell, Lee Marble, 
Jean Mauregard, Linda Mauregard, Golden McCormick, Ida Mungai,  
Rev. Robert   Murrin, Teresa Olmeda,  Viola Owen, Liz Peterson, Joan 
Phariss, Maxwell Sanderson, Yvonne Schiro, Michael Shea Sr.,     
Tiffany Shaffer, Tyler Sorenson, Josephine & Anthony Spano, Heather    
Threlfall, Joan Ulrich, Dr. Paul Weiss, Jim  Wertman, Gene Williams,  

Liturgies of the Season 
 

Christmas Eve 
5:00 pm -Family Mass 

8:00 pm Mass 
 

Christmas Day 
Mass at Midnight 
7:00 am Mass 
9:00 am Mass 
11:00 am Mass 

 
Feast of the Holy Family 

December 27 –December 28 
Customary Sunday Mass Schedule 

 
New Year’s Day 

The Blessed Virgin Mary Mother Of God 
January 1, 2009 
9:00 am Mass 

Blessing Prayer for Lighting the Advent Wreath 
Fourth Week of Advent 

 
     Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
       And they shall name him Emmanuel,  
         Which means, “God is with us.” 
 
Lord God,  
   The child borne to us 
   brings forgiveness for our sins 
   and light to us in our darkness. 
   
May the candles that burn brightly upon this wreath 
   remind us of your Son, Jesus, 
   who is the light of the world. 
 

--  Light all four candles  -- 
 
May your blessing, Father of Light, 
   Son of Glory, and Spirit of Love, 
   be upon us and upon our home. 
 
Amen  

Blessings on all Members of St. Joseph’s Community 
Profound thanks for all the beautiful Christmas cards and 
postage that were distributed in jail. The men and women 
made me promise I would pass on their thanks to you. 
Thank you for the prayers and support you provide to the jail 
ministry. I consider you as the backbone of our work. 
                     Merry Christmas, Mary Helen and team 

St. Joseph’s Life Teen 
High School Youth Group 

 
We began this year with sign-ups in September and 
continue to sign up any teen that wishes to join us any 
time throughout the year. 
Life Teen has a 5:00 p.m. Mass every Sunday. Life 
Teen puts out a calendar every year that shows all the 
nights we meet in the hall and community service 
events that we do throughout the year. On our Life 
Teen nights we meet in the hall for dinner and a full 
evening of Community Building, Sharing, Prayer… and 
Fun. 
 
Events through the year are: 
Trips with St. Joseph’s Star Group 
Life Teen Retreat 
L.A. Youth Day/Disneyland trip 
Mexico Mission trip 
Many community services 
And to fill the gaps: bowling night, Christmas caroling, 
pancake breakfast, BBQ dinners 
 
As members of St. Joseph’s Church you have been a 
big part of creating this with your support and prays. 
 

All in Life Teen would like to say: 

Have a Blessed Christmas and a 
Joyful New Year 

The Religious Education Program wishes all of  
St. Joseph's Catholic Community  

a blessed and peace filled Christmas.  
Merry Christmas from: 

Lambs for Jesus, Liturgy of the Word, Religious Educa-
tion 1-5, The Edge, First Eucharist and Confirmation  



A Merry Christmas Thank You to  

        Our Liturgical Ministers  

                                 -- And an Invitation to All 

Our worship is at the heart of our life as a community. We 
could not make it happen without the many people involved 
in our liturgical ministries. God bless all of you for your 
sacrifices of time and talent, and for sharing your gifts with 
us! May God give you and your families the gifts of peace 
and joy this holiday season! 
 

We extend a warm invitation to others to become 
involved in one of our liturgical ministries. You are very 
welcome to inquire to our liturgy coordinator David at 475-
8211 x16. 

 
Music Ministry – You help give voice to our prayer 

and add beauty to our worship. We are grateful for your 
gifts and dedicated service week in and week out. 

 
Lectors – The Lord works through you to nourish 

and challenge us at the Table of his Word. We are grateful 
for your thoughtful and careful preparation. 

 
Altar Servers – You allow us to enter more fully 

into our prayer at Mass. We are grateful for your prayerful 
service and attention to detail.  

 
Greeters – Your hospitality extends the welcoming 

love of Christ to all as we gather. We are grateful for your 
smiles and attentiveness. 

 
Ushers – Your assistance with our collections and 

special needs keeps things going smoothly. We are grateful 
for your humble and helpful service. 

 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion – 

You feed us with the very Body and Blood of our Lord! We 
are grateful for your reverence and warmth. 

 
Art and Environment Ministry – You create a 

beautiful worship space, and a feast for our eyes in the spe-
cial seasons, lifting our spirits to God. We are grateful for 
your creativity and countless hours of service 

 
Sacristans – Your work behind the scenes to pre-

pare for our liturgy is simply invaluable. We are grateful for 
the plentitude of things you do so well that we might easily 
take for granted.  

Blessing of the Christmas Meal 
 
 

All gather at the table at which there are one or more 
unlit candles. The leader begins: 

 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, 
     who has gathered us together 
     at this Christmas table. 
 
As we light our candles on this feast of light, 
     may the eternal light of God 
     that shines in splendor in the stars 
     shine upon our table and fill our home. 
 

-- The candles are lighted -- 
 
Come, Lord God, 

     and surround our table, 
     and gift us in this meal  
     with the taste of happiness. 
 
As sparkling stars and shining angels rejoiced 
     at the birth of the Christ Child in Bethlehem, 
     so may we take great joy 
     in this our Christmas dinner-celebration. 
 
May you our God, bless our meal and each of us 
     in your holy name: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen.  

Giving Tree Thank You  
We, the Giving Tree committee, have 
been overwhelmed by your wonderful 
generosity! This year, when the need is 
greater than ever before, your response 
was beyond our wildest imagination! 
May you all enjoy a most Blessed 
Christmas knowing that you made this 
season, which is so difficult for so 
many, one that will warm hearts, raise 

spirits, and bring joy to many children, teenagers, and 
parents. God Bless You All! 

Let Us Keep Christmas 
Whatever else be lost among the years, 
Let us keep Christmas still a shining thing; 
Whatever doubts assail us, or what fears, 
Let us hold close one day, remembering 
It's poignant meaning for the hearts of men. 
Let us get back our childlike faith again. 

YÉÜ à{x ÜxÅt|ÇwxÜ Éy WxvxÅuxÜ? à{x ÑtÜ|á{ Éyy|vx ã|ÄÄ 
ÉÇÄç ux ÉÑxÇ WxvxÅuxÜ EE? EF? EL tÇw FCA 
      [täx t `xÜÜç V{Ü|áàÅtá  
                                tÇw t [tÑÑç axã lxtÜA 




