








Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary
Holy Day of Obligation
It is our privilege and opportunity to celebrate this Holy
Day with Mass. A Vigil Mass will be celebrated at 5:00 on
December 7, and Masses on December 8 will be at 7:00
a.m., 12:00 Noon, 4:30 p.m. (special opportunity for reli-
gious ed. families), and at 7:00 p.m.

Stars Christmas Party

The Ministry with People with Disabilities and

St. Joseph’s Stars will celebrate its annual

Christmas party on Friday, December 18 in the

parish hall. You, your family and friends are
invited to this festive dinner and celebration, starting at 5:30
p.m. There will be live music, dancing by the Rising Stars
and Santa. The theme is “Rejoice!” Please make your reser-
vations by Monday, December 14 at 479-1948.

Advent

is a period of expectant waiting and prepa-
ration for the celebration of the Birth of
Jesus. At St Joseph’s, we have a variety of
offerings planned for you to prepare for the
Nativity.

Both Mary and Joseph said ‘YES! in re-
sponse to God'’s call. How / What will you say ‘Yes!’ to in
preparation for Jesus’ birth? Consider coming for all or
even one of the events. Invite your family and friends. Eve-
ryone is welcomed.

Please feel free to call the Church at 475-8211 for more
information.

Advent Contemplative Evenings
December 11 & 18, Friday, 7:00 - 8:00 pm, Church

We gather in silence in the Vestibule of the Church.
We will give thanks and praise with chant and readings
separated by times of silence. Music will fill the Church as
we fill the Manger with our love and stillness of heart. The
last chant will be sung as we process out into the silence of
the night ... renewed and filled with peace!

The Longest Night: An Evening of Hope
December 21, Monday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Church

For those who mourn the loss of a loved one.

For those who have been divorced.

For those who have lost their jobs.

For those who feel lost and alone this holiday season.

Saint Vincent de Paul Christmas Food Baskets
Christmas is a season for thinking of others and sharing
gifts. Christmas is an extremely difficult time to be
“hungry and forgotten”. Please give two minutes of your
time and call in the name and size of a needy family to
the parish office (475-8211). This begins the loving and
fruitful process that enables Saint Vincent de Paul Society
to accomplish the rest. We want to be able to do an
abundant outreach to ALL our needy in the parish. The
deadline for submitting names is December 11. The food
baskets will be delivered on December 22. We welcome
donations of food items and contributions. These dona-
tions will be used for Christmas and throughout the year.
Our menu will consist of canned ham, boxed mashed po-
tatoes, canned yams, veggies and sliced pineapple, rolls,
jello, cake mix, canned icing and Christmas candy. Thank
you all for taking the time to help during this busy season.

Christmas Gospel Drama

We will once again have a special presen-

tation of the Christmas Gospel at our 5:00

p.m. Family Mass on Christmas Eve. We

need children to play the parts of Mary,
Joseph, Shepherds, Wise Men, Angels, animals and more!
And there are NO speaking parts to worry about!! One prac-
tice left: December 19 at 2:00 p.m. Please contact Brad &
Teresa Roades at roades@cruzio.com or 464-1228 if your
child would like to be involved.

Fr. Matt’s Homilies

Do you have a hearing problem that keeps you from hearing
Fr. Matt’s homilies as well as you’d like, will you be travel-
ing or would you simply like a chance to reflect on his homi-
lies again? There is an email list that gives you the chance to
do just that. If you would like to be added to it please email
Denise at LifeStyleSols@aol.com and ask that your name be
added to the list.

Father Matt's homilies are now available on the
internet at http://frmattshomilies.podcastpeople.com/

You are Invited to an Ultreya

Cursillistas and those interested in Cursillo are invited to
join us for faith sharing and fellowship at the Ultreya on Sat-
urday, December 12 at 7:00 PM sponsored by San Carlos
Cathedral (Monterey) in the St. Joseph’s Center (located
across the street from San Carlos Hall). This is a great op-
portunity to find out more about Cursillo and for Cursillistas
to rekindle the movement in their lives. If you have any
questions call Cindy Vierra at (831) 757-5193, or visit our
website at www.montereycursillo.org.

Jesus, Mary & Joseph House is in need of a vehicle in good
running condition for one of their residents, a mother with four
children. Please call Pat at 459-8046 if you can help.




The Givin

¢ She was shy and alone. All she dreamed about was a
doll for Christmas, but she knew deep in her heart this
was only a dream!

¢ His parents have abandoned him, he needs to depend on
the court system to advocate for him and is afraid no
one cares; much less will remember him this Christmas.

¢ She took a wrong turn and is now in a group home. Will
anyone remember her this Christmas?

¢ They don’t know how they will provide a nice meal for
their children this Christmas, let alone give them any
presents.

¢ Against pressure from her friends, she decided she
would not have an abortion, but here she is — all alone,
waiting for the birth of her child.

ree

YOU can make a difference in lives such as these!
The Giving Tree is standing in the vestibule of the church.
There are still children needing your help.

Who benefits from the Giving Tree? Above the Line,
Angel Tree, CASA of Santa Cruz County, Casa Del La
Cultura, Jesus, Mary & Joseph House, St. Joseph’s
Parishioners (in cooperation with St. Vincent de Paul)
and Siena House — to name a few.

How do I take part in the Giving Tree?

There are two ways:

1. By selecting a tag from the tree and purchasing
the item listed on the tag. Each tag provides the
details of whether the recipient is male/female,
age and some “wishes” of the recipient.

2. By purchasing food certificates which are
divided between the groups and individuals
requesting help.

(Printed instructions for either of the above will
be available at the table.) o

In the past, the group homes and individuals who have been the recipients of the gifts have been extremely
grateful. The parish has received thank you notes of various types, which have always included the child’s
name and signature. Sometimes the child’s thoughts have been part of the thank you.

Thank you for your generosity in helping those who are experiencing a difficult time in their lives!
God Bless You!






