


CHRIST THE KING 
NOVEMBER 23, 2008 

“WHEN THE SON OF MAN COMES IN GLORY”  
-MATTHEW 25:31 

Dear Community of Saint Joseph's: 
 
We have such great expectations for the holidays.  We have 
the image of harmonious family interaction, a delicious   
dinner, a perfect day.   Unfortunately that perfect picture 
rarely becomes reality.  There are a multitude of  issues or    
circumstances that can throw us off track and shatter our 
expectations of a day like Thanksgiving. 
 
I would like to propose that instead of allowing yourself to 
focus entirely on the details of your feast, you might begin 
your Thanksgiving Day in the spirit of it's intention.  And 
that intention is that we stop our regularly scheduled work 
and gather together in gratitude for the extraordinary bless-
ings we receive every day of our lives.  On Thanksgiving 
Day, Saint Joseph's will celebrate the Eucharist at 9:00 in the 
morning.  This time has been selected so that you may arrive 
at the church, celebrate, and still feel relaxed about the re-
maining schedule of your day.  If you join us at the begin-
ning of this holiday, then I suspect that you will find your-
self in a proper perspective of gratitude throughout the 
length of this very busy and demanding day. 
 
After the initial blessing at your home meal and during the 
following dinner conversation you might introduce the idea 
of each person at the table sharing some aspect of their life 
for which they are grateful.  This can be a rich and reward-
ing way of deepening the spirituality of your family and an 
opportunity to maintain and encourage gratitude in the ways 
in which we ponder our life experience. 
 
Regardless of where or how you will spend this holiday.  I 
hope that the grateful spirit of our ancestors will permeate 
your day and that we might become a more grateful and 
hopeful people.  We are so very blessed by God to live in 
this beautiful place by the sea and to exist in a historical mo-
ment of remarkable religious freedom. 
 
May you be blessed in every possible way on Thanksgiving 
Day and every day. 
 
 
 
 
 
Father Matt Pennington 
Pastor  

Blessing for the Feast of Thanksgiving 
All gather at the table upon which there are  

one or more unlighted candles.  
After a few moments, the leader begins: 

  
Come, let us welcome the feast of Thanksgiving  
     with joy and light. 
Light is the symbol of the divine. 
The Lord is our light and salvation. 
May the light of gratitude burn brightly 
     in our hearts 
     and around this table, 
     not only on this feast of Thanksgiving, 
     but at all meals. 
 
The candles are lit. 
In the silence of our hearts  
     let each of us give thanks 
     for all the many gifts that are ours. 
 
Pause for silent reflection 
Let us also be mindful of those today 
     who are without food and a home. 
 
Pause for silent reflection 
And let us remember those whom we love 
     who are not now present at our table. 
 
Pause for silent reflection 
We are truly grateful to you, our God, 
    for all that we have been given. 
We also thank one another for the gifts of love  
     and affection that we have freely shared. 
We are thankful for all who are present at this our feast 
     as well as those who have labored in love 
     in order to bring this dinner to our table. 
 
May you, our God, bless this Thanksgiving feast 
     and all of us who share it 
     in your holy name: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen. 



Coming Attractions 
Use the resources below to help prepare for  

and reflect on the Scriptures we will hear next weekend. 
 

 Our Scriptures for Sunday, November 30 
The First Sunday of Advent (Cycle B) 

  
Isaiah 63: 16b-17, 19b; 64: 2-7 
Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down.  
Psalm 80: 2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
Lord make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall 
be saved.  
1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 
He will keep you firm to the end.  
Mark 13: 33-37 
Watch, therefore; you do not know when the lord of the 
house is coming. 
  

Questions for reflection or sharing 
  
Adults… 
● How does Jesus renew my discipleship when I am weary? 
● What spiritual preparation is included in my plans for Advent  
 
Families… 
● What will our family do to prepare for Jesus’ coming? 
 
Monday, November 24 (St. Andrew Dung-Lac & company.) 
Revelation 14: 1-3, 4b-5; Luke 21: 1-4 
Tuesday, November 25 (St. Catherine of Alexandria) 
Revelation 14: 14-19; Luke 21: 5-11 
Wednesday, November 26  
Revelation 15: 1-4; Luke 21: 12-19 
Thursday, November 27 (Thanksgiving Day) 
Sirach 50: 22-24; 1 Corinthians 1: 3-9; Luke 17: 11-19  
Friday, November 28  
Revelation 20: 1-4, 11—21:2; Luke 21: 29-33 
Saturday, December 29  
Revelation 22: 1-7; Luke 21: 34-36 

Break open next Sunday’s scripture on Wednesday  
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. in the parish office.  

All are welcome! 

Perpetual Adoration Hours Available  

Hours requesting a back up: 

If you would like to sign up for a regular hour, please call 
Andy or Sondra Geyer at 464-9270 

Sunday 11pm-12am Tuesday 5-6am Wednesday 8-9am 

Friday 2-3pm                   Saturday 2-3pm 

Wednesday 4-5pm  Thursday 4-5pm 

Sunday 23-Nov
8:45 a.m. Lambs For Jesus Hall
9:00 a.m. RCIC Mary rm

Children's Lit of the Word no class
6:00 p.m. Life Teen Hall

Monday 24-Nov
7:00 p.m. Life Teen Core Mary rm

Tuesday 25-Nov
Religious Ed (grades 1-5) no class

6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal Church
Wednesday 26-Nov

The Edge (Jr. High) no class
Thursday 27-Nov
Friday 28-Nov
Saturday 29-Nov
Sunday 30-Nov

8:45 a.m. Lambs For Jesus Hall
9:00 a.m. RCIC Mary rm
9:15 a.m. RCIA Hall
9:15 a.m. Children's Lit of the Word Hall

Life Teen no meeting

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOSEPH'S

Sing Joyfully!  
Sing with the Sistine Choir this month: Tuesday, 
Nov. 25 at Pacific Coast Manor. Mass starts at 
11:00 a.m. Contact Gloria Favor at 475-8387. 

Thanksgiving Holiday Schedule 

Perpetual Adoration will be suspended at 5:00 p.m.  
on Tuesday, November 25, and will resume at 7:00 p.m. 

on Sunday, November 30.  
May everyone have a blessed holiday. 

Life Teen-Confirmation Retreat 
“UNSTOPPABLE” 

December 12-14 
Camp St. Francis 

All High School Teens are welcome. 
 

Your help is needed Would you would like to sponsor a teen to 
go on this retreat? The cost to go is $125.00. Any donation is 
welcome. Contact Deborah Rovick at 475-8039. 

SALESIAN SISTERS’ 100 YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY IN THE U.S.  -  1908-2008 

 
Visit website:   

SistersCelebrate100Years.org 
Phone inquiries:  Sr. Mary, FMA (719) 439-1091 

 
Centennial Closing Dinner Gala 

February 28, 2008 
Westin St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco 



PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK 
Janie Avila, Beverly Bargetto, Christian Bauerle, Peg Behan, Ted 
Belleza, Shellie Boczek  Begin, Joan Bernal, Anna Boken, Carolyn 
Busenhart, Danny Buss, Hazel Caselli, Levi  Castro, Paul Chafer, John 
Corgiat, Lillian Costello, Catherine De Polo, Nick  Delurgio,  Pamela  
Dennis, Brian Keith Dietrick, Judie Dorsey, Drew Duvall, Richard 
Earl, Mary Edwards, Pam Eierman, Annie Enright, Erin Evans, Renee 
Gibson, Sheila Godley, Larse Granberg, Sister Karen Hall, Maverick  
Hanecak, Irene Hilliard &  family, Andrew Howard, Sandra Isola, Mej 
& Leo Jahn & family, Rena Jarvis, Hilda Keehn, Margaret Lawton, 
Brendan Lazaneo, Carlos  Lopez,  Drew Lopez, Christopher Lundell, 
Joan  Lundell, Lee Marble, Jean Mauregard, Linda Mauregard, Golden 
McCormick, Tim McKay, Ida Mungai,  Rev. Robert   Murrin, Teresa 
Olmeda,  Viola Owen, Joan Phariss, Maxwell Sanderson, Yvonne 
Schiro, Michael Shea Sr., Tiffany Shaffer, Tyler Sorenson, Josephine 
& Anthony Spano, Joan Ulrich, Dr. Paul Weiss, Jim  Wertman, Gene 
Williams, Suzanne Zavala 

Thanksgiving Day Mass 
9:00 a.m. November 27 

What better occasion to gather to give thanks 
to God for the gift of his Son, Jesus and for all 

our many blessings!  
We will celebrate a special Mass at 9:00 a.m. on Thanks-
giving Day, November 27. You may bring some bread 
and beverage from your meal to have them blessed.  

Help us share the Nativity Story on Christmas Eve! 
 We are planning a very special presentation of 
the Christmas nativity gospel for the 5:00 pm 
Family Mass on Christmas Eve. We’ll need 
children and whole families to participate in a 
very simple re-enactment as Mary, Joseph, 
shepherds, innkeeper, magi, angels and more. 
Adults can also help with staging and prepara-

tions. Please help us share the story of the first Christmas. If 
you would like to participate, or have any questions, contact 
Teresa and Brad Roades at Roades@cruzio.com or leave a mes-
sage at 464-1228. 

Mary Helen’s Corner 
During this season, I ask for Christmas cards to distribute in jail. 
1) They must be of a religious nature. 
2) They must come with postage (Inmates are not allowed to 

buy stamps). 
3) Spanish cards are appreciated. 
4) I need them by December 9. 
 
I am also in need of soft cover books. 
1) self-helps books       2) health books 
Please do not  bring any other type of book, pamphlet or maga-
zine. I get too much material I cannot use. If it’s not on the list I 
can’t use it. Bless you all for your love and help Thanks to every-
one who prays for this work. 

Advent & Christmas Memorial Fund 
A contribution to our Advent and Christmas 
decoration fund in memory of a deceased 
loved one is a loving way to remember them 
this Christmas. Memorials will be listed in 
a Christmas Season bulletin, a star bearing the name(s) will 
be hung on the evergreen trees and garlands that will deco-
rate our church. Look for donation envelopes in the pews 
next weekend and place them in the collection or bring them 
to the parish office. 

Blessing Prayer for Lighting the Advent Wreath 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
God, source of all Light, 
You sent into this world your beloved Son 
   as a light that shines in the darkness. 
Invest this wreath, our Advent symbol, 
   with the power of your life and light. 
May it be for us and for all who visit our home 
   a sign of faith and symbol of hope. 
 
With each candle that is lighted, 
   may we rekindle within ourselves the desire 
   to prepare a way for the birth of Christ. 
With each new candle that is lighted, 
   may the flame of Christ’s coming  
   grow brighter and brighter 
   in our hearts and in the whole world. 
 

    Light the first candle 
 
We pray that the richness of God’s blessing 
   rest upon this Advent wreath, 
   upon our home and upon 
each of us 
   as we light this candle 
   in the name of the Father, 
   and of the Son 
   and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Amen  

The Giving Tree 
An Opportunity to Make a Difference! 

This weekend begins our collections for the Giving Tree. If you 
check the tree in the vestibule, you will notice that we have 
many more children/teens who are in need and can benefit from 
your generosity. 
 
Please stop by the tree this weekend to select a gift tag or food 
certificate tag. Remember – if you would like to purchase a gift 
for a child/teen and you aren’t able to shop, our Giving Tree 
Shoppers are willing to do that for you. Just write a check to 
St. Joseph’s Giving Tree and drop in the collection - or – enve-
lopes will be available at the table for you to insert your dona-
tion. 
 
When you select a gift tag, please complete the little white slip 
at the bottom of the tag and leave it in the basket on the table. 
This is our method of tracking each child to ensure that no 
one is forgotten. 
 

God Bless Each of You for Your Generosity!! 
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