








♦ She was shy and alone. All she dreamed about was a 
doll for Christmas, but she knew deep in her heart this 
was only a dream! 

♦ His parents have abandoned him, he needs to depend on 
the court system to advocate for him and is afraid no 
one cares; much less will remember him this Christmas. 

♦ She took a wrong turn and is now in a group home. Will 
anyone remember her this Christmas? 

♦ They don’t know how they will provide a nice meal for 
their children this Christmas, let alone give them any 
presents. 

♦ Against pressure from her friends, she decided she 
would not have an abortion, but here she is – all alone, 
waiting for the birth of her child. 

 
YOU can make a difference in lives such as these!   
The Giving Tree will stand in the vestibule of the church 
beginning the weekend of November 21-22. 
 
Who benefits from the Giving Tree? Above the Line, 
Angel Tree, CASA of Santa Cruz City, Casa Del La   
Cultura, Jesus, Mary & Joseph House, St. Joseph’s      
Parishioners (in cooperation with St. Vincent de Paul)   
and Siena House – to name a few. 

The Giving Tree 

How do I take part in the Giving Tree?  
 
There are two ways: 
 1. By selecting a tag from the tree and purchasing 

the item listed on the tag. Each tag provides the 
details of whether the recipient is male/female, 
age and some “wishes” of the recipient. 

 
 2. By purchasing food certificates which are  
  divided between the groups and individuals  

requesting help. 
  (Printed instructions for either of the above will 

be available at the table.) 
 
 
In the past, the group homes and individuals who have been the recipients of the gifts have been extremely 
grateful. The parish has received thank you notes of various types, which have always included the child’s 
name and signature. Sometimes the child’s thoughts have been part of the thank you. 
 
Thank you for your generosity in helping those who are experiencing a difficult time in their lives!  
God Bless You! 




