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Dear People of the Monterey Diocese,

The February 5, 2008 California primary election is the next opportumty most of us will have

to exercise our gift of political participation. We hear stones every day in the news of people

throughout the world who are denied their most basic exercise of pohtical freedom. Here in

the Umited States we mmst never take thas gift for granted. In gratitude we must exercise

polifical participation m such a way as to help build through moral means a more just and
ceful world.

I'would hike to direct your attention to two resources that are available to all Catholics that
can help in making informed decisions on Election Day. The first 1s a document entitled
Faithful Citizenship prepared by the Umted States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The
second resource, prepared by the Cahformia Catholic Conference, exammes the seven state
propositions that will appear on the February 5 ballot and gives context to these 1ssues m
hight of Catholic social teaching.

These resources do not take a position on how o vote for any propesition or candidate.
Rather, they are designed through reflection on Cathelic social teaching to develop our
capacity to make prudent decisions, to shape and inform our ability to determune what 13 most
fittimg to a specific context, and to act decisively.

The document Faithfil Citizenship and related resources can be found on the landing page of
the diocesan website at www.dioceseofmonterey.org and the matenals prepared by the
Califormia Catholic Conference can be found at www.cacatholic.org

Thank you and God bless,

Bishop Richard Garcia
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